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In addition, Mr. Calhoun wrote General Jackson a private letter, fully commending his course. This letter was the foundation of a close, warm friendship between General Jackson and Mr. Calhoun until the rupture, in 1831, which led to breaking up the cabinet. The immediate cause of the rupture with General Scott came about as follows :
On the 3d of September, 1817, General Jackson received an anonymous letter, dated August 14, 1817, as follows:
"Your late order has been the subject of much private, and some public remark. The war office gentry and their adherents, pensioners and expectants, have all been busy, but no one (of sufficient mark for your notice) more than Major General Scott, who, I am creditably informed, goes so far as to call the order in question an act of mutiny. In this district he is the organ of government insinuations and the supposed author of the paper enclosed, which, however (the better to cover him), was not published until he had left this city for the lakes. Be on your guard. As they have placed spies upon Brown here, so it is probable that you are not without them. The Eastern Federalists have now all become good Republicans, and pledged to the support of the President, as he to them. Government can now do well without the aid of Tennessee, etc. 'A word to the wise is enough.'"
There was enclosed in this letter an offensive article from the New York Columbian, asserting that the celebrated order of the 22d of April was an insult to the Government.
At this time General Jackson had no personal acquaintance with, and had never seen General Scott, but at once wrote him the following note:
"HEADQUARTERS DIVISION- OF THE SOUTH,
NASHVILLE, September 8, 1817.
"Sir: With that candor due the character you have sustained as a soldier and a man of honor, and with the frankness of the latter, I address you:ittle delay as possible."e of absence.
